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war that the U.S. had attacked the 


enemy on land and captured new ter- 
ritory. 

Though a short time ago many 
Americans had never heard of the 
Solomons, these islands are of great 
military importance. Between tiny Tu- 
lagi Island and Florida Island is one 
of the best harbors in the Pacific ocean. 
On Guadalcanal is a large level plain 
suitable for an air field. From these 
bases, the United Nations can protect 
Australia and the supply lines from the 
U.S. From here, too, they can push 
toward the Philippines and Japan. 

The nine large and 16 small Solo- 
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mon Islands stretch for 1,000 miles in 


the Southwest Pacific ocean, east of the. | 


huge island of New Guinea. They 
were discovered almost 400 years ago 
by the Spanish explorer, Alvaro Men- 
dana. Because he believed they con- 
tained gold and other riches, he named 
them for King Solomon. 

Catholic missionaries have braved 


the dangers of the Solomon Islands to | 


carry the Gospel to the savages, includ- 
ing the cannibals of Malaita Island. 
Death is known to have come to some 
of them, but for the most part they 
must be presumed to be prisoners of 
the Japanese. 
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